WSDOT Cultural Resources Program Master Scope of Work for Cultural Resource Assessments


If the consultant’s scope of work (SOW) does not address the pertinent tasks below, the scope of work must be approved by a qualified WSDOT CRS (Cultural Resources Specialist). Use the text boxes to provide project-specific information for the consultant. SOWs for cultural resources work not covered by these tasks must be reviewed by a qualified CRS.  Note: the consultant’s scope of work must describe the Principal Investigator’s role in the project.
	WSDOT Project Title:
	

	Master Agreement:
	

	TOD:
	

	
	

	TOD Start Date:
	

	TOD End Date:
	

	
	

	WSDOT Project Manager:
	

	Phone Number:
	

	
	

	Consultant Project Manager:
	

	Phone Number:
	

	
	

	Product or service to be delivered:
	


	INTRODUCTION

	[Notification history, agreement numbers]

	

	UNDERSTANDING

	[Project description, dates, site condition]

	

	SCOPE OF WORK

	WSDOT has identified nine Tasks to identify significant cultural resources at the site and to provide sufficient documentation to the WSDOT CRS for review and submittal to the Department of Archeology and Historic Preservation (DAHP). These tasks are listed below:

Task 1: Assist with APE 

Task 2: Background Research

Task 3: Geomorphological Assessment 

Task 4: Tribal Coordination 

Task 5: Fieldwork 

Task 6:  Resource Forms

Task 7:  Draft Report

Task 8:  Final Report 

Task 9:  Project Management

These tasks are described as follows, along with deliverables, WSDOT-furnished materials, schedule, and costs.

	

	Task 1: Assist with APE
	Due Date:  WSDOT to provide by [date]

	A WSDOT CRS will provide the consultant with a detailed written description of the area of potential effects (APE), including relevant documentation (maps, plan sheets, photos, etc.). The consultant will provide WSDOT with justification for revising/amending the APE, if warranted (based on field survey and/or background research).

	

	Task 2: Background Research
	Due Date: [date]

	Conduct background research at appropriate repositories and online, including a records search of the Washington Information System for Architectural and Archaeological Records Data (WISAARD) hosted by the Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation (DAHP), library collections, local history museums and historical societies. Review all data appropriate to the task, such as tax records, private manuscript collections, historic maps (i.e. Sanborn fire insurance maps) and aerial photos, land survey records (GLO Maps), published (secondary) sources, LIDAR imagery, and other relevant digital or hardcopy records. The objective of the research should be to develop a full understanding of the historical context, land use patterns, and previously identified sites within the area of potential effects.

	

	Task 2: Geomorphological Assessment
	Due Date: [date]

	A geomorphological assessment will consist of a consideration of the origin and evolution of the landforms within the project area and the processes that shaped them.  The scale of a given project’s geomorphological assessment will depend on a number of factors, including the archaeological/environmental sensitivity of landform, the depositional history of the area, and the amount of proposed ground disturbance. The results of the geomorphological assessment should be coordinated with the scope of work for the field survey.

	Task 4: Tribal Coordination 
	Due Date: [date]

	Responsibility for formal consultation with tribes in matters of the Section 106 review process is a government-to-government function that cannot be delegated by WSDOT to a consultant. The consultant will contact the affected tribes at the outset of the study to identify any potential traditional cultural properties (TCP) or concerns they might have with the project. WSDOT staff will notify the tribes that a consultant will be in contact. The consultant will notify the WSDOT CRS of any scheduled on-site meeting(s) with tribal representatives during the course of the cultural resource assessment work.

	

	Task 5: Fieldwork 
	Due Date: [dates]

	[The consultant will conduct a survey of the APE using standard, industry-accepted methods that are appropriate to the specific project area. Unless otherwise specified, shovel test probes (STPs), will be excavated, where appropriate, at a standard 25-meter interval, along transects spaced a maximum of 25 meters-apart across the APE. Any previously recorded cultural resources will be examined and updated as necessary. Historical buildings and structures will be inventoried in compliance with DAHP’s survey and inventory standards (see www.dahp.wa.gov). Newly identified cultural resources will be fully documented in WISAARD (see Task 6).

	

	Task 6: Resource Forms 
	Due Date: [date]

	Any previously recorded cultural resources will be examined and updated as necessary in WISAARD. Newly identified cultural resources within the APE will be fully documented in WISAARD under the appropriate Resource type (Historic Property or Archaeology Site/District). The consultant will prepare a Determination of Eligibility form for sites considered to be eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and provide an electronic copy to WSDOT for review. Historic (50+ years old) structures and buildings will be documented in WISAARD as a historic property.  The consultant will use discretion when choosing historic buildings and structures to be inventoried, i.e., those resources bearing integrity worthy of documentation within each APE’s context. The consultant will document all resources under the appropriate Project (DAHP Log #) in WISAARD for review by the WSDOT CRS prior to submittal to DAHP for the assignment of permanent resource numbers.

	

	Task 7: Draft Report
	Due Date: [date]

	The consultant will prepare a draft summary report of their findings that includes relevant supporting evidence for findings and adheres to the DAHP’s Survey and Inventory Standards. The report will provide context on pertinent land use customs and beliefs, identify sites within the APE, discuss methods used to survey APE, and include recommendations on the eligibility of the sites and the likelihood of construction impacts. Draft reports will be provided to the WSDOT CRS for review.

	

	Task 8: Final Report
	Due Date: [date]

	Upon receipt of comment from WSDOT and/or tribes, consultant will revise and finalize the report to address specific concerns or suggested modifications. The report will be submitted in final form to the WSDOT CRS, who will be responsible for subsequent final upload to WISAARD and submission to SHPO, and dissemination to the tribes.


