7 WSDOT

Rural Transit Assistance Program

2025 Limited Notice of Funding Opportunity —
General Transit Feed Specification

Purpose

The Rural Transit Assistance Program (RTAP) provides funding from the Federal Transit Administration
5311(b)(3) program to assist with design and implementation of training and technical assistance projects
and other support services for transportation operators in non-urbanized areas. Rural public transportation
operators receive training and technical assistance through the program.

WSDOT is the direct recipient of Washington’s annual allocation of 5311(b)(3) funds and has the authority
to contract with subrecipients to deliver some or all state RTAP activities each biennium.

Available funding

WSDOT has approximately $90,000 available per year to fund projects that provide statewide data
standards work, including General Transit Feed Specification (GTFS), GTFS Flex, and GTFS Realtime data
development and maintenance for transit operators in Washington state.

WSDOT will notify applicants of awards September 2025. WSDOT may scale awards depending on need
and available funds.
Eligible applicants

Any private or public entity with experience and capacity to meet eligible project requirements.

Vendors debarred or suspended from the federal System of Award Management aren’t eligible to apply.

Eligible projects
Proposed statewide data standards projects should meet the following requirements:
e Data set development — Grantees will develop and publish all data sets in accordance with GTES
best practices. Grantees will publish data sets that include demand-responsive features in

accordance with the current version of the GTES Flex data extension. Grantees will publish service
alerts related to transit services in the GTFS Realtime data format.

o Data set maintenance — Grantees will maintain data sets based on the most current GTFS
specification and will update data sets as needed with changes to the specification and best
practices. WSDOT may request data sets based on other extensions to GTFS identified during the
project.

e Partnership with WSDOT — Grantees will partner with WSDOT to determine operators for which
grantees maintain data. WSDOT anticipates that grantees will maintain data for up to 34 fixed-route
operators providing service for 127 routes. A current GTFS data set for each agency already exists.
Depending on available funds, WSDOT and grantees may also identify GTFS Flex data sets for
development and maintenance.

e Project scope and cost — Grantees must align proposed scope and hourly staff rate required to
complete the project with available grant funding.
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https://sam.gov/
http://gtfs.org/schedule/best-practices/
http://gtfs.org/schedule/best-practices/
https://github.com/MobilityData/gtfs-flex
https://gtfs.org/realtime/

Ineligible projects

Projects outside the scope of the funding opportunity or that don’t meet the eligible project requirements.

Application deadline
3 p.m. July 24, 2025

Award period
Oct. 1, 2025-Sept. 30, 2027

Application materials

The application for 2025 RTAP-funded GTFS projects will be available July 1, 2025. Applicants must submit
applications by 3 p.m., July 24, 2025, in the Grants Management System (GMS).

Important dates
e June 3, 2025 — WSDOT posts notice of funding opportunity.
e July 1, 2025 - WSDOT posts application.
e 3 p.m.July 24, 2025 — Applications due in GMS.
e July 28-Aug. 1, 2025 — Applicant presentations.
e Aug. 1-Sept. 4, 2025 — Evaluation panel reviews and scores applications.

e September 2025 - WSDOT sends grant award letters to grantees.

Evaluation process

WSDOT uses a competitive process for RTAP grant program awards. Designated members of the WSDOT
Public Transportation Division will review applications and identify projects based on the following criteria:

e Project team experience.
e Proposed team and project management plan.
e Cost-effectiveness of proposed plan.

Applicants will also be requested to present and demonstrate their technology and proposed solutions to the
evaluation team (this 30-minute presentation constitutes another criterion for evaluation).

Scoring criteria

The maximum score on an application is 40 points. Each criterion under “evaluation process” can receive a
maximum of 10 points. WSDOT may elect to award more than one of the top scoring applications.

WSDOT will evaluate each applicant on the experience of the project team; the proposed team and project
management plan; and the cost effectiveness of the proposed plan. Each applicant will also perform a
presentation demonstrating their technology and proposed solution.
Fatal flaws
WSDOT follows a formal, fatal-flaw policy for its grant applications.
Fatal flaws for applications to the RTAP funding opportunity for GTFS project grants:

e Applicant is debarred or suspended from the federal System of Award Management.

e Project won't provide immediate public benefit.

2025 RTAP Limited Notice of Funding Opportunity — GTFS 2


https://wsdot.ptd.webgrantscloud.com/index.do

e Applicant isn’t in compliance with WSDOT’s “in good standing” policy.
The evaluation panel won't score applications with fatal flaws.

In good standing policy

WSDOT is responsible for administering grant funds in accordance with state laws. To ensure compliance
with state laws and commonly recognized best practices for grant management, WSDOT has implemented
an “in good standing” policy:

WSDOT is responsible for administering grant funds in accordance with state and federal laws and
regulations. Additionally, you as a grant recipient and WSDOT are responsible for oversight and
accountability that foster transparency and assist in maintaining public confidence.

You must maintain WSDOT’s “in good standing” status to receive grant funds.
All grant recipients must maintain “in good standing” status to receive payments and be eligible for future
funding consideration from WSDOT.
Technical questions

Email Ryan Johnson at Ryan.Johnson@wsdot.wa.gov.

Application questions
Email PTDGrants@wsdot.wa.gov.
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https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2023-02/PT-Guide-CommuteTripReductionGuidebook.pdf#page=10
https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2023-02/PT-Guide-CommuteTripReductionGuidebook.pdf#page=10
mailto:Ryan.Johnson@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:ptdgrants@wsdot.wa.gov

English
Title VI Notice to Public

It is the Washington State Department of Transportation’s (WSDOT) policy to assure that no person shall, on the grounds of race, color, national
origin, as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise
discriminated against under any of its programs and activities. Any person who believes his/her Title VI protection has been violated, may file a
complaint with WSDOT's Office of Equity and Civil Rights (OECR). For additional information regarding Title VI complaint procedures and/or
information regarding our non-discrimination obligations, please contact OECR’s Title VI Coordinator at (360) 705-7090.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information

This material can be made available in an alternate format by emailing the Office of Equity and Civil Rights at wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov or by calling
toll free, 855-362-4ADA(4232). Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may make a request by calling the Washington State Relay at 711.

Espafiol
Notificacion de Titulo VI al Pablico

La politica del Departamento de Transporte del Estado de Washington (Washington State Department of Transportation, WSDOT) es garantizar
gue ninguna persona, por motivos de raza, color u origen nacional, segun lo dispuesto en el Titulo VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964, sea
excluida de la participacion, se le nieguen los beneficios o se le discrimine de otro modo en cualquiera de sus programas y actividades. Cualquier
persona que considere que se ha violado su proteccion del Titulo VI puede presentar una queja ante la Oficina de Equidad y Derechos Civiles
(Office of Equity and Civil Rights, OECR) del WSDOT. Para obtener mas informacion sobre los procedimientos de queja del Titulo VI o informacion
sobre nuestras obligaciones contra la discriminacién, comuniquese con el coordinador del Titulo VI de la OECR al (360) 705-7090.

Informacion de la Ley sobre Estadounidenses con Discapacidades (ADA, por sus siglas en inglés)

Este material puede estar disponible en un formato alternativo al enviar un correo electrénico a la Oficina de Equidad y Derechos Civiles a
wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov o llamando a la linea sin cargo 855-362-4ADA(4232). Personas sordas o con discapacidad auditiva pueden solicitar la
misma informacion llamando al Washington State Relay al 711.
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pycckumn-Russian
Paspgen VI O6wecTBeHHOe 3asiBNeHue

MonuTnka AenaptameHTa TpaHcnopTa wrata BawwuHrton (WSDOT) 3akntoyaeTcst B TOM, YTOBbI MCKMIOUUTL Nobblie cryyam
AVCKPUMMHALMM NO MPU3HAaKY pachbl, LBETa KOXWU UMW HALMOHaNbHOIo NPOUCXOXAEHWS, Kak 9To npedycmoTpeHo Pasgenom VI
3akoHa o rpaxgaHckux npasax 1964 roga, a Takke crnyyan HegonyLeHUs y4acTus, ULEHNs NbroT unu apyrne gopmsl
AVCKPUMUHALMK B pamkax Noborn 13 cBovx nporpamm n meponpusatuii. Jlloboe nuuo, KOTopoe cYMTaeT, YTo ero cpeacTsa 3almThbl
B pamkax pasgena VI 6binn HapyLueHbl, MOXeT noAath »xanoby B BegomcTeBo no Bonpocam paBeHCTBa U rPaxaaHCKMX Npas
WSDOT (OECR). inst gononH1TensHON nHgopmalmm o npoueaype nofgaydv xanobbl Ha HecobnoaeHve TpebosaHuii pasgena VI,
a TaKke nonyyeHus nHopMaLumm o Hawmnx obsasatenbcTeax no 6opbbe ¢ AMCKpUMMHaLMER, NoXanyncTa, CBSHXUTECH C
koopanHaTopoM OECR no pasgeny VI no tenedoHy (360) 705-7090.

3akoH CLUA o 3awmTe npaB rpaxaaH ¢ orpaHU4eHHbIMM BO3MOXHOCTsIMU (ADA)

OTY MHOPMaLMIO MOXHO NOMYYUTb B anbTepHaTUBHOM hopmaTe, OTNPaBuUB 3N1IEKTPOHHOE NMCbMO B BegomMcTBo no Bonpocam
paBeHCTBa U rpaxxgaHckux npas no agpecy wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov unm no3soHuB no 6ecnnatHomy TenedoHy 855-362-
4ADA(4232). I'nyxve n cnabocnbiwalyme nuua MoryT caenaTtb 3anpoc, MO3BOHMB B CreLuanbHyo Ancnetyepckyto cnyxOy wraTa
BalunHIToH no Homepy 711.
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tiéng Viét-Vietnamese
Théng bao Khoan VI danh cho cong chiing

Chinh sach clia S& Giao Thong Van Tai Tidu Bang Washington (WSDOT) la bdo d&m khong dé cho ai bj loai khdi sw tham gia, bi tir khudc quyén
loi, hodc bi ky thi trong bat civ chwong trinh hay hoat déng nao vi ly do chiing toc, mau da, hoéc ngudn gbc québc gia, theo nhw quy dinh trong Muc
VI clia Dao Luat Dan Quyén ndm 1964. B4t ct ai tin rdng quyén bao vé trong Muc VI cla ho bj vi pham, d&u c6 thé ndp don khiéu nai cho Van
Phong Bao Vé& Dan Quyén va Binh Bdng (OECR) clia WSDOT. Mubn biét thém chi tiét lién quan dén tha tuc khiéu nai Muc VI va/hodc chi tiét lién
quan dén trach nhiém khong ky thi cta chang t6i, xin lién lac véi Phéi Tri Vién Muc VI ctia OECR sb (360) 705-7090.

Thong tin vé Pao luat Ngwoi My tan tat (Americans with Disabilities Act, ADA)
Tai lidu nay c6 thé thuc hién bang maét hinh thire khac bang cach email cho Van Phong Bdo Vé Dan Quyén va Binh Pang

wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov ho&c goi dién thoai mién phi s, 855-362- 4ADA(4232). Ngudi diéc hodc khiém thinh cé thé yéu ciu bang céach goi cho
Dich vy Tiép am Tiéu bang Washington theo sé 711.
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Af-soomaaliga — Somali
Ciwaanka VI Ogeysiiska Dadweynaha

Waa siyaasada Waaxda Gaadiidka Gobolka Washington (WSDOT) in la xadqiijiyo in aan gofna, ayadoo la cuskanaayo sababo la xariira isir, midab,
ama wadanku kasoo jeedo, sida ku qoran Title VI (Qodobka VI) ee Sharciga Xaquugda Madaniga ah ah 0o soo baxay 1964, laga saarin ka
gaybgalka, loo diidin faa'iidooyinka, ama si kale loogu takoorin barnaamijyadeeda iyo shaqooyinkeeda. Qof kasta oo aaminsan in difaaciisa Title VI
la jebiyay, ayaa cabasho u gudbin kara Xafiiska Sinaanta iyo Xaquugda Madaniga ah (OECR) ee WSDOT. Si aad u hesho xog dheeraad ah 0o ku
saabsan hanaannada cabashada Title VI iyo/ama xogta la xariirta waajibaadkeena ka caagan takoorka, fadlan la xariir Iskuduwaha Title VI ee
OECR o0 aad ka wacayso (360) 705-7090.

Macluumaadka Xeerka Naafada Marykanka (ADA)

Agabkaan ayaad ku heli kartaa gqaab kale adoo iimeel u diraaya Xafiiska Sinaanta iyo Xaquugda Madaniga ah oo aad ka helayso
wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov ama adoo wacaaya laynka bilaashka ah, 855-362-4ADA(4232). Dadka naafada magalka ama magalku ku adag yahay
waxay ku codsan karaan wicitaanka Adeega Gudbinta Gobolka Washington 711.
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Translation Services

If you have difficulty understanding English, you may, free of charge, request language assistance services by calling 360-705-7921 or email us at:
PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov

Espafiol - Spanish
Servicios de traduccién

Aviso a personas con dominio limitado del idioma inglés: Si usted tiene alguna dificultad en entender el idioma inglés, puede, sin costo alguno,
solicitar asistencia linglistica con respecto a esta informacién llamando al 360-705-7921, o envie un mensaje de correo electrénico a:
PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov

tiéng Viét-Vietnamese
cac dich vu dich thuat

Néu quy vi khong hiéu tiéng Anh, quy vi c6 thé yéu cau dich vu tre gitip ngdn ngt¥, mién phi, bang cach goi s6 360-705-7921 hodc email cho chiing
t0i tai: PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov
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PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov

pycckumn-Russian
Ycnyru nepeBoaa

Ecnuv Bam TpyaHO NOHMMaTb aHIMUACKMIA A3bIK, Bbl MOXETE 3anpocuTb 6ecnnaTtHble A3bIKoBble YCnyry, M03BOHMB No TenedoHy 360-
705-7921 nnu HanMcaB HaM Ha 3NEKTPOHHYIO NOYTY: PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov

Arabic - Ll
'cgﬁuéaagﬂ\
13) S 5 B a8 g AR A 3l il lSad e U il cland BaeLusall g galll e
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Af-soomaaliga - Somali
Adeegyada Turjumaada

Haddii ay kugu adag tahay inaad fahamtid Ingiriisida, waxaad, bilaash, ku codsan kartaa adeegyada caawimada luugada adoo wacaaya 360-705-
7921 ama iimayl noogu soo dir: PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov

H3C — Chinese
TR

IS AR DL, MIEE0E: 360-705-7921, siéhFATTRIEHBRTIRM:: PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov, E5RIFH 9418 = RIRS .
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