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Updated: July 27, 2025 
 

Overview 

Between June 23-25, 2025, The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) 

hosted three open houses in Colfax, Pasco, and Clarkston, Washington to inform communities 

of the study and provide an update on Phase 2 Total Logistic Cost (TLC) modeling. This 

document provides a summary of the structure, participation, and feedback received at the open 

houses.  

Structure 

Two technical team staff and three outreach staff attended the events and shared general 

information about the study and the current results from the TLC modeling and gathered 

feedback on the model results and existing conditions. Each open house was hosted in a public 

forum venue  

Materials  

The open house information was presented in English and Spanish. A factsheet, FAQ, and 

timeline were shared with participants as they arrived. The study team shared study information 

and modeling results on display boards and were available to provide study information and 

answer questions. Participants were encouraged to leave feedback via comment forms at a 

comment station. Approximately 130 people visited the open house, 52 responded to feedback 

questions, and two responded to demographic and public involvement surveys.  

Open house materials included:   

• Twelve display boards with information about the study, analysis of existing conditions, 

and TLC modeling results for scenarios 1, 2, 5, and 6.   

• A study factsheet in English and Spanish  

• An FAQ in English and Spanish  

• An overview of the study schedule  

• A comment form 

 

Notifications 

To notify communities of the open houses, WSDOT sent postcards, issued a news release, 

posted on social media, updated the study website, and shared information with the Technical 

Advisory Committee (TAC) and Community Advisory Committee (CAC).  

Notification channels are summarized below and detailed in the appendix.  

• Postcard mailing to over 19,000 homes targeting areas with low or no internet access. 

• News release to area media outlets which resulted in 11 news stories. 

https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-10/Lower-Snake-River-Dams-Transportation-Study-Sept2024.pdf
https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-10/Lower-Snake-River-Dams-Transportation-Study-Spanish-Sept2024.pdf
https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-10/Lower-Snake-River-Dams-Transportation-Study-FAQ.pdf
https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-10/Lower-Snake-River-Dams-Transportation-Study-Spanish-FAQ.pdf
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• GovDelivery email with updates on the study to 380 subscribers. 

• Social media post on WSDOT Facebook with 325,860 impressions.  

• Twitter posts with 7,054 views. 

 

Open house participation  

Approximately 130 people attended the three open houses, with 126 signing in. The table below 
shows a breakdown of attendees by location, grouped into four categories: public sector, private 
sector, advocacy/nonprofit/CBO/other, and general public/unknown:  
 

Location  Public 
sector  

Private 
sector  

Advocacy/Nonprofit/CBO/Other  General 
Public / 
Unknown  

Total  

Colfax  8 6 2 18 34 

Pasco  7 2 10 25 44 

Clarkston  9 2 2 35 48 

        Total  126 

 

Audience demographics and background 

Only two participants submitted responses to the demographic survey that was included in the 
comment form. There were six partial responses. This low response rate does not allow the 
study team to meaningfully summarize participant demographics. The lower response rate for 
the June open houses could be the result of several factors:  

• Survey fatigue  

• Limited visibility 

• Limited access to smartphones or internet to complete the survey on-site 

• Reluctance to take the survey home and submit it later 

• Time constraints during the event 

• Low interest in the survey topic 

• Lack of clarity about the purpose of the survey and how the input would be used 

• Other reasons 
 

The study team will consider these factors in planning future engagement efforts to improve 
participation and better understand audience demographics.  
 

Feedback summary 

Participants were given the option to submit feedback by comment forms at the open houses or 
to submit the comment form via email to a team member. 53 participants submitted comments 
that provided insights into the proposed mitigation scenarios and their potential impacts. 
Comment forms included several questions, each of which are listed below with summaries of 
responses and selected example comments. As this study focuses on the transportation 
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impacts of removing the dams, and WSDOT remains neutral regarding the removal, comments 
supporting or opposing dam removal will not impact the outcomes of this study. 

 

Question: “Are the proposed mitigation scenarios reasonable? Why or why not?” 

Response summary: 

• About 34% of respondents (n=18) answered yes. 

• About 60% of respondents (n=32) answered no. 

• About 6% of respondents (n=3) did not answer. 
 
Example comments:  

• “Honestly don’t think in today’s regulatory environment that all the rail and road structure 
needed/proposed can ever be completed.” 

 

• “While doable, the increase in cost to highway infrastructure should be avoided. WA 
state already is unwilling to maintenance their roads. This will increase traffic, lower 
safety, and increase taxes with no improvement”  

 

• “The cost to the farmers and companies that rely on barging would be too devasting to 
absorb and sustain”  

 

• “The scenarios seem reasonable or well-conceived. I would like to see the analysis 
about transportation improvements for passengers”  

 

Question: “Do you have concerns about adding new shortline rail services?”  

Response summary: 

• About 62% of respondents (n=33) answered yes.   

• About 27% of respondents (n=14) answered no. 

• About 11% of respondents (n=6) did not answer.  
Example comments:  

• “Too expensive”  

• “The shortline services will allow for more flexibility for farmers and rail lines”  
 

Question: “What, if any, impacts do you expect on local communities from these 

proposed mitigation scenarios?”  

Response summary: 

• About 43% of respondents (n=23) mentioned traffic or congestion. 

• About 34% of respondents (n=18) mentioned economic impacts or cost. 

• About 13% of respondents (n=7) mentioned other impacts. 

• About 6% of respondents (n=3) did not answer. 

• About 4% of respondents (n=2) responded that the question was unclear. 

• Answers were varied. Some cited increased traffic and congestion, others touched on 
economic impacts, while some cited improvements to access. Some excerpts can be 
found below:  
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Example comments:  

• “Increased traffic on roads, wear and tear, increased repair, increased cost to farmers 
and consumers” 

• “Economic harm due to increased infrastructure cost and reduction in options for 
transporting food to market” 

• “The increase in rail traffic may present noise issues that should be taken into 
consideration. Depending on the location of the lines the additional trains could divide 
communities” 

 

Question: “Do you have any concerns about congestion, safety impacts, or emissions 

impacts?” 

Response summary: 

• About 75% of respondents (n=40) answered yes.  

• About 10% of respondents (n=5) answered no. 

• About 15% of respondents (n=8) did not answer. 

• The reasons were varied. Some excerpts can be found below:  
 
Example comments:  

• “Too many trucks on small county roads”  

• “Emissions will go up drastically and congestion will be a major problem”  

• “I am far more concerned about the impacts of breaching” 
 

Question: “Do you have comments about how the proposed mitigation scenarios would 

impact the local agricultural industry?”  

Response summary: 

• Comments expressed concerns about cost, reliability and efficiency, irrigation impacts, 
and threats to small farms and rural communities.  

• Comments about cost were most prevalent with about 59% of responses (n=26) citing 
concerns related to increased cost.  

 
Example comments:  

• “Farmers are already running on very slim margins. Adding huge transportation costs 
from rail or trucking would be catastrophic.” 

• “This land is not meant to be farmed the way it is now. We need to restore the ecological 
biological processes that support this region’s original foods.” 

• “It will close down all the small towns”  

• “The cost of doing business to the growers and logistics would charge so much that 
many may struggle to stay in business” 

 

Question: “Are there any mitigation scenarios that you would suggest that the study 

team consider for additional analysis”  

Response summary: 

• There were 30 responses total for this question   

• Two comments cited Scenario 5 for the study team to consider for additional analysis.  
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• However, about 50% of comments expressed to leave the dams in place (n=15). 

• There were also comments and questions specific to the conduction of this study.  
 
Example comments:  

• “Yes! Leave the dams in place”  

• “Would it make sense to offer subsidies to farmers that might make some of the project 
improvements unnecessary”  

• “I was surprised that the study focused so intensely on agriculture. Will tourism be 
included in the transportation study?”  

• “Keeping the dams seems like the best mitigation. It keeps transportation costs 
competitive, keeps power/electricity costs lower using green energy, and provides safe 
roadways along the Snake River corridor”  

• “Overall, this study is extremely short sighted in that it takes an act of congress to 
remove the LSRD, unnecessary expenditure of funds (taxpayers money) at the point in 
time.” 

 

Question: “Anything else you would like to share with the project team?” 

Response summary: 

• There were 38 comments shared 

• 5 comments shared appreciation for the study team 

• 7 comments were critiques against the study and its cost and effort, or suggestions to 
improve the study  

• 7 comments were in disapproval of dam removal  

• 1 comment was in support of dam removal  

• 5 comments were questions requiring follow-up  

• The remaining comments were either general remarks or not able to be 
interpreted/transcribed.  

 
Example comments:  

• “Thank you for looking at potential impacts, this is a big endeavor and your team has a 
lot to consider” 

• “This region already has issues with a lack of truck drivers, where do you think you will 
find this work force?” 

• “Removing the Snake River dams is a terrible idea. Resources used to study the impacts 
could be much better used elsewhere”  

• “I’ve not heard any community support to remove the dams. As the mayor of Pasco, I’ve 
been keyed in on this issue for years and the consistent message I hear is – do not 
remove the dams”  

• “We were invited to join the CAC. We received the invitation – can you respond as to 
how the invites were sent out?” 

 

Question: “How did you hear about the open house? (Check all that apply)”  

Response summary: 

• Social media: 11 

• Postcard: 9 
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• Local news: 8 

• Study website: 3  

• Flier: 2 

• Other: 16 

• Did not answer: 4 
 

Question: “If you would like to be included on the project mailing list, please provide the 

following information”  

Response summary: 

• 36 signed up for the mailing list 

 

Next steps   

The study team will continue to involve the public throughout the duration of the study. The next 

engagement activity will be an online open house planned for fall 2025 where the study team 

will share updated study information.  
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Appendix: Notifications 

Postcard mailing 

The study team sent 21,352 postcards on June 16 with information about the online open house 

to 19,762 residential homes and 1,590 businesses in the study area. The information on the 

postcard was provided in English and Spanish. 
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Social media 

WSDOT shared announcements about the study open house via their Facebook and Twitter 
accounts.  
 
Facebook 
Posted on June 18: https://www.facebook.com/WSDOT/posts/we-are-analyzing-how-freight-rail-
and-barge-traffic-might-change-if-the-lower-sn/1167183988786634/ 

• Impressions (views): 325,860 

• Reactions: 3,445  

• Comments: 939 
o The comments were reviewed and were unusable for the purposes of this study 

as people were focused on whether or not the dams should be removed. 

• Shares: 499 

• Link clicks: 528 
 
Twitter 
Posted on June 18: https://x.com/wsdot/status/1935480418171519114 

• Impressions (views): 7,054  

• Comments: 14  

• Retweets: 5 

• Likes: 8  

• Bookmark: 1  

 
 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.facebook.com/WSDOT/posts/we-are-analyzing-how-freight-rail-and-barge-traffic-might-change-if-the-lower-sn/1167183988786634/__;!!B5cixuoO7ltTeg!AAUGKa8yQ85P4249UvbcinhjWeoNMfJTJnzPwc2eKTEV2wHAepTBtZonduJkl4B4nP5H3o-FZyY93KSvkmAnTPeyrXfE$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.facebook.com/WSDOT/posts/we-are-analyzing-how-freight-rail-and-barge-traffic-might-change-if-the-lower-sn/1167183988786634/__;!!B5cixuoO7ltTeg!AAUGKa8yQ85P4249UvbcinhjWeoNMfJTJnzPwc2eKTEV2wHAepTBtZonduJkl4B4nP5H3o-FZyY93KSvkmAnTPeyrXfE$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/x.com/wsdot/status/1935480418171519114__;!!B5cixuoO7ltTeg!AAUGKa8yQ85P4249UvbcinhjWeoNMfJTJnzPwc2eKTEV2wHAepTBtZonduJkl4B4nP5H3o-FZyY93KSvkmAnTFpdWa8w$
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GovDelivery 
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News articles 

Eleven articles referring to the open house were published in the following local media sources:  

• NBC Non-Stop Local Tri-Cities, Yakima 

• ABC KYXL News, Spokane and Coeur D’Alene 

• Nelly Broadcasting, LLC., Big Country News, Lewis-Clark Valley, Camas Prairie, 

Palouse, and Clearwater regions  

• KAYU Fox Television, Fox 28, Spokane 

• Everyone’s Internet News Presswire 

• Pacific Empire Radio Corporation (PERC), DailyFly  

• ABC, Apple Valley News Now, Tri-Cities and Yakima 

• InterTech Media LLC., KOZE Sports, LC Valley and Lewiston 

• North Sound Media, Everett Post 

 Links and screenshots of the articles are provided below.  
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1. https://www.nbcrightnow.com/news/lower-snake-river-dams-study-invites-public-

feedback-at-open-houses/article_e89db025-719b-5cf3-aaee-0153322a7df0.html  

  

https://www.nbcrightnow.com/news/lower-snake-river-dams-study-invites-public-feedback-at-open-houses/article_e89db025-719b-5cf3-aaee-0153322a7df0.html
https://www.nbcrightnow.com/news/lower-snake-river-dams-study-invites-public-feedback-at-open-houses/article_e89db025-719b-5cf3-aaee-0153322a7df0.html
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2. https://www.kxly.com/news/wsdot-to-hold-open-houses-on-lower-snake-dam-

transportation-study-in-eastern-washington-cities/article_e6ec455d-ee27-44c8-b3df-

b90e7383d985.html  

  

https://www.kxly.com/news/wsdot-to-hold-open-houses-on-lower-snake-dam-transportation-study-in-eastern-washington-cities/article_e6ec455d-ee27-44c8-b3df-b90e7383d985.html
https://www.kxly.com/news/wsdot-to-hold-open-houses-on-lower-snake-dam-transportation-study-in-eastern-washington-cities/article_e6ec455d-ee27-44c8-b3df-b90e7383d985.html
https://www.kxly.com/news/wsdot-to-hold-open-houses-on-lower-snake-dam-transportation-study-in-eastern-washington-cities/article_e6ec455d-ee27-44c8-b3df-b90e7383d985.html
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3. https://www.khq.com/washington-state-department-of-transportation-seeks-community-

input-on-dam-study-at-colfax-pasco-clarkston/article_8ad60958-4ed0-425a-

96dafe04154d4cc4.html  

 

https://www.khq.com/washington-state-department-of-transportation-seeks-community-input-on-dam-study-at-colfax-pasco-clarkston/article_8ad60958-4ed0-425a-96dafe04154d4cc4.html
https://www.khq.com/washington-state-department-of-transportation-seeks-community-input-on-dam-study-at-colfax-pasco-clarkston/article_8ad60958-4ed0-425a-96dafe04154d4cc4.html
https://www.khq.com/washington-state-department-of-transportation-seeks-community-input-on-dam-study-at-colfax-pasco-clarkston/article_8ad60958-4ed0-425a-96dafe04154d4cc4.html
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4. https://www.bigcountrynewsconnection.com/idaho/public-invited-to-give-feedback-at-

open-house-events-for-lower-snake-river-dams-transportation/article_4d00f855-f90a-

4716-b3d2-caaa392e47a5.html  

  

https://www.bigcountrynewsconnection.com/idaho/public-invited-to-give-feedback-at-open-house-events-for-lower-snake-river-dams-transportation/article_4d00f855-f90a-4716-b3d2-caaa392e47a5.html
https://www.bigcountrynewsconnection.com/idaho/public-invited-to-give-feedback-at-open-house-events-for-lower-snake-river-dams-transportation/article_4d00f855-f90a-4716-b3d2-caaa392e47a5.html
https://www.bigcountrynewsconnection.com/idaho/public-invited-to-give-feedback-at-open-house-events-for-lower-snake-river-dams-transportation/article_4d00f855-f90a-4716-b3d2-caaa392e47a5.html
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5. https://www.fox28spokane.com/lower-snake-river-dams-study-invites-public-feedback-

at-open-houses/ 
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6. https://www.einpresswire.com/article/824212852/public-invited-to-give-feedback-at-

open-house-events-for-lower-snake-river-dams-transportation-study  

  

https://www.einpresswire.com/article/824212852/public-invited-to-give-feedback-at-open-house-events-for-lower-snake-river-dams-transportation-study
https://www.einpresswire.com/article/824212852/public-invited-to-give-feedback-at-open-house-events-for-lower-snake-river-dams-transportation-study
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7. https://www.dailyfly.com/2025/06/20/wsdot-seeks-public-input-on-lower-snake-river-

dams-transportation-study/  

 

https://www.dailyfly.com/2025/06/20/wsdot-seeks-public-input-on-lower-snake-river-dams-transportation-study/
https://www.dailyfly.com/2025/06/20/wsdot-seeks-public-input-on-lower-snake-river-dams-transportation-study/
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8. https://www.applevalleynewsnow.com/news/wsdot-studies-transportation-impact-of-

potential-lower-snake-river-dam-removal/article_59fff2f9-c4df-4c98-a10f-

41402776f46c.html  

  

https://www.applevalleynewsnow.com/news/wsdot-studies-transportation-impact-of-potential-lower-snake-river-dam-removal/article_59fff2f9-c4df-4c98-a10f-41402776f46c.html
https://www.applevalleynewsnow.com/news/wsdot-studies-transportation-impact-of-potential-lower-snake-river-dam-removal/article_59fff2f9-c4df-4c98-a10f-41402776f46c.html
https://www.applevalleynewsnow.com/news/wsdot-studies-transportation-impact-of-potential-lower-snake-river-dam-removal/article_59fff2f9-c4df-4c98-a10f-41402776f46c.html
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Articles published post-open house 

9. https://www.thecentersquare.com/washington/article_48844ff0-1ea7-498a-b5d7-

2c6b63415dd1.html  

 

 

https://www.thecentersquare.com/washington/article_48844ff0-1ea7-498a-b5d7-2c6b63415dd1.html
https://www.thecentersquare.com/washington/article_48844ff0-1ea7-498a-b5d7-2c6b63415dd1.html
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10. https://www.koze.com/2025/06/25/wsdot-engineer-gets-an-earful-about-dam-removal-

transportation-study/  

 

 

https://www.koze.com/2025/06/25/wsdot-engineer-gets-an-earful-about-dam-removal-transportation-study/
https://www.koze.com/2025/06/25/wsdot-engineer-gets-an-earful-about-dam-removal-transportation-study/
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11. https://www.everettpost.com/state-news/locals-remain-skeptical-of-on-hold-plan-to-

breach-lower-snake-river-dams  

 

https://www.everettpost.com/state-news/locals-remain-skeptical-of-on-hold-plan-to-breach-lower-snake-river-dams
https://www.everettpost.com/state-news/locals-remain-skeptical-of-on-hold-plan-to-breach-lower-snake-river-dams
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